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NEWSLETTER

A Big Year-Let Us Tell You
about JBS's 2004

• A first report on September's
Congress in Sweden, by Sue
Flaster

By Dan Shea for the officers of ]BAS-UK and JBS-USA

inside the

• Invitation: Join a special
meeting in Los Angeles, Feb. 3
• Letter from Norway on Jussi's
latest recordings

on page 2...

May 26, 2004, at the Embassy of Finland:
Fiolandia Foundation DC Chapter
President Ossi Rahkonen, H.E.,
Ambassador Jukka Valtasaari, Berti!
Bengtsson

With so much happening this year,
our communications have suffered
and this is your first notice from us
since last May. We apologize for
that, and hereby begin to catch up!
You can expect more of the story in
our next Newsletter in March 2005,
and in a major issue of our Journal
in May.
We'll start with news of meetings
in Sweden and Washington DC, and
upcoming trips planned for 20052006-but we want to stress one
point here:
We hope you can join some of our
upcoming music programs; but even
if you aren't able to travel to any of
our events in 2005, please consider
how they are a useful part of our
work-to help support classical
vocal music and to remind music
lovers of Jussi Bjorling's special place
among the greatest singers.
As you read here of our work,
consider how our programs are helping bring Jussi's art to new listeners, as
well as reminding more experienced
opera buffs about his achievements.
You can be ·sw:-e that we greatly

value your continuing support of
our work!

N ow here are some notes on our
past and future activities:

Our International Congress in
Sweden the Best and Biggest
Conference Yet
Members of the USA, UK, and
Scandinavian Societies met in
Stockholm and Borlange during
September 9-13, and Sue Flaster
gives you a firsthand report on p. 3.
Sue's article is a short version of a
very complete, detailed description
of the Congress written by Kendall
Svengalis for the next issue of our
JBS Journal, to appear in May 2005
along with a selection of photographs from the Congress.
In the meantime, if you have
access to the internet you can read
Kendall's complete article soon at:
www.jussibjorlingsociety.com. You
also can find at this website the complete transcript of John Steane's lect ure from our Congress, on "Jussi
Bjorling in London." We will be
adding transcripts of other lectures,
as we get them.
In this Newsletter we bring you
some key excerpts from two of the

lectures, by John Steane and Jurgen
Kesting, which show the quality of
the ideas they offered us (pp. 3-5).
We are especially thrilled to see John
Steane's two full-page articles on our
Congress and the Bjorling Museum,
in the December issues of Opera
Now and Gramophone magazines.
This is priceless media attention!
• A Bjorling "Concert" Precedes
the Congress in Stockholm
While our Congress began officially
on September 9 (the date chosen to
memorialize Jussi's Todestag in
1960), an important event occurred
on the previous evening-when
Berti! Bengtsson hosted a "gala
evening with Jussi Bjorling" at the
auditorium of Stockholm's Royal
College of Music. For this entertaining
program of recordings and pictures of
Jussi's life, the 400-seat hall completely
sold out and we had to turn away
many disappointed Stockholmers,
with promises of a return engagement
soon.
Thanks to the superb sound
equipment and acoustics of this hall,
Jussi's recordings seemed especially
vivid. And Bertil's lecture was enthusiastically received, as always.

• A New CD From Naxos
The Naxos Company has produced
Volume 5 of its Jussi Bjorling
Collection of CDs especially in time
for our Congress, at our request, and
during the intermission three tables
were heaped with copies of these
recordings-and by the end of the
evening, every one was sold. Jussi's
recordings still sell as well as ever!
This latest CD in Naxos's series is
titled "Lieder and songs, 1939-1952"
and it is especially welcome because
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it contains the entire contents of a
favorite RCA LP titled "Jussi Bjorling
in Song," now finally available on CD.
We bring you Kristian Krogholm's
review of this CD in this Newsletter
(see p. 10). You need to have this CD!
• Yet Another Bjorling "Concert"
in Washington DC, May 2004
Another Gala Concert with Jussi
Bjorling, this time at the Embassy of
Finland in Washington DC on May 26
this spring, brought Berti! Bengtsson
from Sweden to host his third such
event in that city. Earlier appearances
were sponsored jointly by the
Embassy of Sweden, JBS-USA, and
the Smithsonian (2001) and the
Vocal Arts Society (2003). This
concert was co-sponsored by the
Finlandia Foundation-DC Chapter
and several other groups, and became
a two-day celebration with an elegant
reception the night before at the
McLean home of JBS-USA members
Karin and Ossi Rahkonen. There
was a lavish buffet of authentic
Finnish dishes prepared by Karin
herself, and fellowship with a cosmopolitan group of supporters of
Washington musical and
Scandinavian events.
We were welcomed to the Embassy
auditiorium by H.E., Ambassador
Jukka Valtasaari. Among the notables
were JBS members Enrique and
Maria-Luisa Gilardoni from Chile,
and Baltimore impressario Harry
Baernstein III who presented Jussi in
1959 during his last major concert
tour in the US. Information about our
Bjorling Society was available in the
hall and thirty new members signed
on-we welcome them to JBS-USA!
For more on our May 25-26
programs, see a news article at
www.geocii~t:s.com/ffncc/.
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• Action Item: Come to LA Opera
for Romeo, February 3
OK, some JBS members had fun
in Sweden and Washington DC this
year, but what's coming up next?
Here our first invitation, it requires a
decision soon:

Join us in Los Angeles in February
for a day of programs about Jussi
and great tenors generally, followed
by a performance of Gounod's opera
Romeo et Juliette with new stars
Rolando Villaz6n et Anna Netrebko.
Here's the idea: We have a block of
tickets ($60 or $108, after our 20%
group discount) for Romeo at 7:30 on
Thursday, February 3. You could join
our special JBS afternoon program at
the opera house (Chandler Pavilion)
consisting of music and lectures:
Walter Rudolph of KBYU-FM
will speak on "Jussi Bjorling, the
Unassuming Superstar" and Cantor
Don Goldberg will bring us "A
Celebration of Two Great Tenors,
Jussi Bjorling (b. 1911, debut 1930)
and Placido Domingo (b. 1941,
debut 1960)."
We plan to attend the 6:30 preopera lecture by Duff Murphy of
KUSC-FM. Dinner at the opera
house before Murphy's lecture will
be an option.
We'll also offer the option of
lunch at the nearby Gehry-designed
Disney Concert Hall.
For those coming from out of
town, we have a block of rooms at
nearby Miyako Hotel, 328 E. First
Street ($89 for your choice of two
double beds or one king-sized). Many
of us will arrive there Wednesday
afternoon, ready to socialize and
talk shop, find some dinner together,
and return for more shop-talk. We'll
arrange a private meeting room with

CD player, so you can even bring
your favorite CDs if you like. After
the opera on Thursday, we'll return
to the hotel for a nightcap. If you
wish, meet our group for breakfast
on Friday and more tourism during
the day. After that you're on your
own to continue touring, either
based at our hotel, or elsewhere in the
state. The Miyako is located Downtown at the edge of "little Tokyo"
near Union Station, Olvera Street
(a taste of Mexico), Chinatown,
Grand Central Market, Museum of
Contemporary Art, LA Children's
Museum, science and ethnic museums.
Arrangements: If you want to join
us, I suggest you call me right away
to discuss your options: I hope to
nail down our basic opera-ticket
order by January 3 (Dan Shea, 608836-6911 until December 31, after
that via cellphone 608-215-0757).
Hotel arrangements should be
settled by January 15. For that, you
either email Kumi@miyakoLA.com
and specify that you belong to the
"UC Jussi Group" and state your
choice of room-type and dates at the
hotel; or call Kumi Wakabayashi at
213-330-2800, ext. 347.
Note: There's a fine performance
of Aida on Feb. 2, in case you are
willing to forgo the socializing at our
hotel; for cast details see www.
losangelesopera.org.
Note: The following members
already have signed on for the
Feb. 3 events: Maija Budow, Phil
& Dot Curtis, Sue & Darrell
Cannon, Steve Fischman, Don &
Barbara Goldberg, Phyllis Josell,
Walter Rudolph, Young So, May
Shaw, Gail & Dan Shea. ■

Photo credits: We thank Karl-Heinz Fuhrberg,
Par-O/ov Jansson, Ha ns Thunstrom, Dorian
Bruzzi, Des Lockett, and Kendall Svengalis
for their contributions for this issue.

Some kind of heaven: Six days of
Jussi-appreciation in Stockholm
and Borlange, September 8-13th
By Sue Plaster

Lars Bjorling, Ulla Westlund, Raymond Bjorling in Stora Tuna Church

Fans of the legendary Swedish tenor
Jussi Bjorling converged on
Stockholm and Borlange, Sweden,
during September 8th-13th. They
came from all around the world to
attend an International Congress
that chronicled Bjorling's extraordinary life and career.
Titled "A Celebration of the Jussi
Bjorling Museum after Ten Years,"
the Congress was the brainchild of
Harald Henrysson, Curator of the
Bjorling Museum in Borlange, and
was organized through the combined
efforts of the Scandinavian Jussi
Bjorling Sallskapet, The Jussi
Bjorling Apprec"c1tion Society (UK),

the Jussi Bjorling Society-USA, and
the Jussi Bjorling Museum.
The Congress drew participants
from Germany, Great Britain,
Switzerland, Italy, the United States,
Canada, Brazil, Chile, Norway, and
Sweden. The Congress program
included eighteen presentations and
panels, a major concert at Stora
Tuna Church, dinners, receptions,
and tours.
A gala concert of Jussi Bjorling's
audio and visual recordings was
hosted by Berti! Bengtsson on
September 8, the evening before the
official start of the Congress. This
event sold out the 400-seat auditori-

Newsletter Number 8 of the Jussi Bjorling Society

3

